THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

in the Republican area there were territories which were
not controlled by the National Council of Defence. Our
emissaries guaranteed the Nationalists that the whole
Republican zone was well under the control of the Council
and that nobody was disobeying the orders which it gave.

In paragraph one, the condition was made that before
six o'clock on the 25th March there should be a symbolic
surrender of the Republican Air Force. Our emissaries
stated that this was not possible since it left only one day
to prepare this and carry it out, and that, naturally, this
would be running the risk that our pilots, instead of going
to the Nationalists' zone, would leave Spain, some because
they feared reprisals and others because they were too
spirited to surrender on such terms.

As for the surrender of all our forces on the 2 7th, our
emissaries objected that it was impossible to carry it out
in such a short space of time and in a mechanical way,
and also because in these circumstances if the Nationalists
took charge of the whole zone including the ports it would
be impossible to carry out the expatriation. To this they
replied that the Generalissimo would leave us two ports
in Levante for our use, so that we should have sufficient
time to arrange for the embarkation of those who wished
to leave. They also said that he would make no objection
to them leaving, that he gave permission for the help
which the British Government could give us in the
matter of maritime transport, and that if we thought
it necessary we could communicate to him details of
each ship leaving port, so that his fleet would not
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